
Working With 

Community Groups –

the Gwent Archives 

Perspective



Who Are We? 
• We are a local authority archive and serve the

counties of Blaenau Gwent, Torfaen, Monmouthshire,

Newport and Caerphilly (former Islwyn Borough).

• Our core aim is the collection, the long term

preservation and ensuring the continued access to

documents relevant to the ‘old’ Gwent county.



Pen-y-Fal Lunatic Asylum
• Opened in 1851 and initially served the counties of

Monmouthshire, Herefordshire, Brecknockshire and

Radnorshire.

• Held up to 1,170 patients at it’s peak.

• Closed in 1996 and is now luxury flats.









Working With WARM

The Pen-y-Fal Study Group



Working With Head4Arts

‘Who Do I Think I Was?’



Working With Various Partners

‘Sharing Private O’Brien’



What More Can The 

Archives Offer? 

• We have millions of documents

– roughly 5 miles of shelving

• Cover a wide range of subjects

• Our earliest records dates from

c.1100



Usk Gaol Book 

and Little Mill 

Reformatory 

School



Calendar of Prisoners



Workhouse 

Records



• “Councillor were told new parishioners had been calling the

new Unit “Ghost Town” with one street Light one Post Box

and no Telephone Kiosk….it was a disgrace considering

these were the facilities in an Area of 1,100 acres and

growing week by week.”

• Bettws Parish Council Minutes, 19 January 1962




